
AUSTINTOWN   TOWNSHIP 
MAHONING COUNTY, OHIO 

82 OHLTOWN ROAD 

AUSTINTOWN, OH  44515 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF 

JULY 13, 2015 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Austintown Township 
was held Monday, July 13, 2015, at the Township Hall, 82 Ohltown Road, 

Austintown, Ohio. 
 

The meeting opened at 6:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag led by 
Chairperson James C. Davis. Roll Call was as follows:  Mr. Davis, present; 

Mr. Carano, present; and Mr. Stauffer, present. 

 
Mr. Davis introduced the Board Members, Department Heads, and 

Sergeant at Arms. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-01:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to approve the 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 22, 2015.  Mr. Carano seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, 
yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-02:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire John 

Ragan as Full-Time Firefighter, effective June 28, 2015.  Mr. Stauffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Stauffer, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. 

Carano, yes. 
 

Oath given by Fiscal Officer Laura L. Wolfe to Firefighter John Ragan. 
 

Presentation by Austintown Fireworks Celebration Committee. 
 

DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 
 

ROAD DEPARTMENT 
 

Monthly Report of June 2015 was received. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-03:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to award the 
2015 Road Resurfacing Contract to R.T. Vernal Paving, as the lowest and 

best bid of $145.00 per CY of asphalt, for approximately 5000 CY and 
$12,000.00 per day for milling.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 
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Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-04:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to increase 

Permanent Appropriations in Fund 4401 for LeHarps Road Improvement 
to $211,000.00 to reflect $10,344.00 actual construction cost bid above 

estimate and $10,000.00 Change Order for temporary berm and 

approving Transfer from General Fund for additional $16,000.00 
($64,000.00 already in Revenue Transfer and Grant is $131,000.00).  Mr. 

Carano seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; 
and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Monthly Report of June 2015 was received. 

 
Eagles donated $1,500.00 to Police Department 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
Monthly Report of June 2015 was received. 

 
Eagles donated $1,500.00 to Fire Department 

 
Thanked Senior Center for their help with the Joseph Knight Towers 

issue. 
 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Monthly Report of June 2015 was received. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-05:  Mr. Carano made a motion to approve the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
The Board of Trustees of Austintown Township, Mahoning County, Ohio, 

meeting on Monday, July 13, 2015, did adopt the following Resolution: 

  
WHEREAS:  The Board of Trustees of Austintown Township has 

determined that the following properties constitute a nuisance pursuant to 
Ohio Revised Code 505.87: 

 
2428 Amberly Street 

Parcel No. 48-004-0-072.000 
Junk and debris stored under a tarp at rear of garage and a used wooden 

fence stored behind garage; 
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3866 Ascot Court 
Parcel No. 48-004-0-068.000 

Black Garbage bags stored in an exposed manner on rear porch;  
 

3872 Ascot Court 

Parcel No. 48-004-0-067.000 
Pile of junk and debris; 

 
36 Benton Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-027-0-110.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
163 North Beverly Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-025-0-179.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
166 North Beverly Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-025-0-162.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
4477 Burkey Road 

Parcel No. 48-114-0-016.000 
High grass and weeds with junk and debris on driveway; 

 
3887 Cannon Road 

Parcel No. 48-007-0-159.000 
Junk and debris in yard area and downspout in front falling and full of 

debris;  
 

1798 Celeste Circle 
Parcel No. 48-108-0-310.000 

High grass and weeds in rear yard; 
 

2491 Deborah Court 
Parcel No. 48-004-0-192.000 

High grass and weeds with junk and debris under rear porch roof and 

throughout the yard. An above ground pool with stagnate water that must 
be treated or pool removed;  

 
4554 Deopham Green Drive 

Parcel No. 48-109-0-037.000 
High grass and weeds over 5’ in rear yard; 

 
3905 Elmwood Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-009-0-306.000 



MINUTES – MEETING OF JULY 13, 2015 

PAGE 4 
 

 

 

Junk and debris on side of home with bags of garbage on front porch with 

pile of tree branches at rear of property; 
 

2250 Elm Trace  
Parcel No. 48-130-0-043.000 

High grass and weeds; 

 
65 Evans Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-027-0-237.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
479 Forest Hill Drive 

Parcel No. 48-008-0-300.000 
High grass and weeds at rear of property; 

 
42 South Inglewood Avenue 

Parcel No. 48-065-0-062.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
3350 Johnson Farm Court 

Parcel No. 48-022-0-027.000 
In-ground pool un-opened with stagnate water opened and operational or 

removed; 
 

38 Kenmar Court 
Parcel No. 48-023-0-011.000 

High grass and weeds; 
 

212 North Main Street 
Parcel No. 48-024-0-367.000 

Junk and debris, used door, tires, carpet; stored in exposed manner 
though out the property; 

 
248 South Main Street 

Parcel No. 48-012-0-128.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 

254 South Main Street 
Parcel No. 48-012-0-125.000 

High grass and weeds with junk and debris at rear yard’ 
 

2550 South Meridian Road 
Parcel No. 48-004-0-169.000 

High grass and weeds with junk and debris; 
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2574 South Meridian Road 

Parcel No. 48-004-0-168.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
3841 New Road 

Parcel No. 48-006-0-029.000 

High grass and weeds; 
 

3406 Sandalwood Court 
Parcel No. 48-003-0-046.000 

High grass and weeds with black trash bags of leaves at rear of home pile 
of braches in rear yard; 

 
3942 Staatz Drive 

Parcel No. 48-004-0-050.000 
Above ground pool with stagnate water that Must be corrected or pool 

removed; 
 

4705 Webb Road 
Parcel No. 48-040-0-017.000 

High grass and weeds and fallen tree and branches that must be removed; 
 

 317 Westminister Avenue 
Parcel No. 48-024-0-341.000 

High grass and weeds over 5’ in rear yard; 
High grass and weeds in rear yard; 

 
3455 White Beech Lane  

Parcel No. 48-003-0-017.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
3388 White Beech Lane  

Parcel No. 48-003-0-028.000 
High grass and weeds; 

 
4238 Woodmere Drive  

Parcel No. 48-095-0-149.000 

High grass and weeds; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of 
Austintown Township that the above constitutes a nuisance and the 

property owners are hereby ORDERED to abate, control, or remove said 
nuisances: 

 
If said nuisances is not abated, controlled or provision for its abatement, 

control, or removal is not made within SEVEN (7) DAYS from the below 
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date of adoption, the BOARD OF TRUSTEES will provide for the 

abatement, control, or removal, and any expenses incurred-$500 
minimum-by the Board of Trustees in performing that task will be entered 

upon the tax duplicate and will be a lien upon the land from the date of 
entry. Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. 

Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-06:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code 505.86 for the removal (DEMOLTION) of the single-family 
dwelling located at 12 Harold Street, Austintown Township, Mahoning 

County, Ohio, 44515, said property being further described as Parcel # 48-
056-0-105, Lot No. 15, Pennelton Plat, based on the structure being 

declared insecure, unsafe and structurally defective under Austintown 
Township Fire Code 311.1.1 abandoned premises by the Austintown 

Township Fire Inspector.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. 
Stauffer, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-07:  Mr. Carano made a motion pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code 505.86 for the removal (DEMOLTION) of the single-family 
dwelling located at 4255 Staatz, Austintown Township, Mahoning County, 

Ohio, 44515, said property being further described as Parcel # 48-104-0-
257, Lot No. 117, Willowood Plat 2 & Re-Plat No. 1, based on the structure 

being declared insecure, unsafe and structurally defective under 
Austintown Township Fire Code 311.1.1 abandoned premises by the 

Austintown Township Fire Inspector.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  
Roll Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 

 
PARK DEPARTMENT 

 
Monthly Report of June 2015 was received. 

 
Concert in the Park have started – Every Tuesday 7-8:30 P.M. 

 
SENIOR CENTER 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-08:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to authorize 

Darren L. Crivelli, Zoning Inspector to sign and enter into an agreement 
with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Clean Ohio Fund Green 

Space Conservation Program – Round 9A – Austintown Park Open Space 

Acquisition – Bagnoli Land Sale and execute contracts and authorize local 
funding in the amount of $4,500.00 representing 25% of total land 

acquisition costs of $18,000.00.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 
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PUBLIC RESPONSE 

 
ON CAMERA:  Bernie Kovach – 612 Wyndclift Circle; notified the Trustees 

of guns firing in the neighborhood starting @ 6pm until dark; he would like 
the Township’s help to stop the shooting. 

 

John Nock – 174 Wilcox Road; expressed his concern as a private citizen 
and as a representative of Cross Creek Condo Association over the 

shooting in the area as there have been bullet holes in condominiums; he 
was asking for help in controlling the loud weapons with noise ordinances 

and possibly setting limits to shooting times. 
 

John Slipski – 564 Wyndclift Circle; asked the Trustees to enact an 
ordinance stating weapons cannot be fired toward a residential area. 

 
Steven Ruggles – 648 Wyndclift Circle; stated that on May 28 th a bullet was 

shot through his home; he is concerned for his children and their fears; he 
notified the Trustees that high powered weapons are being fired within 

100 yards of his home; he asked the Trustees for help. 
 

Sandy Basista – 640 Wyndclift Circle; notified Trustees that gun fire is 
coming from three different areas. 

 
OFF CAMERA:  Wilbert King – 360 Wyndclift Place; he is worried for the 

children; he has heard projectiles flying over his head. 
 

David Quimby – 702 Regal Drive; he wanted to know what the Law says. 
 

April Nyers – 652 Wyndclift Circle; she expressed her concern for the 
children and asked that the shooting not be pointed toward the 

neighborhood. 
 

Andrew Frost – 361 Wyndclift Place; stated that they cannot swim or be 
outside when the shooting starts for fear of being hit. 

 
Tom Donnarumo – 641 Wyndclift Circle; expressed his concerns for the 

children in the neighborhood. 
 

Cory Basista – 640 Wyndclift Circle; he expressed his concerns as a youth 
in the neighborhood.   

 
These concerns were addressed by Mr. Carano with an explanation that 

the residents need to understand the current laws with regard to firing of 
weapons.  The Township will need to circumvent the laws to help with this 

situation.  Home Rule would have allowed for an ordinance, but 
unfortunately the Township cannot do this.  Austintown is considered a 
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rural township, as such, residents are allowed to fire weapons.  He noted 

that this is the first time he is hearing about this situation.  The law of 
safety can be used to address this situation, however, the legislators need 

to be notified and become involved.  The Township will contact the 
prosecutors’ office to get some advice on how to proceed. 

 

Chief Gavalier read the law concerning firing of weapons in the Township.  
He recommended that the residents contact their representatives in 

Columbus.  Chief Gavalier is going to research some things he may be 
able to enforce. 

 
Jim Davis recommended that the residents call 9-1-1 and report each 

event as soon as possible. 
 

REMARKS FROM THE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

FISCAL OFFICER LAURA L. WOLFE:  She thanked the 4th of July 
Committee and residents for a spectacular celebration week.  Wolfe also 

thanked Joyce Pogany for the service at the Log Cabin and Chris Lewis 
for his dedication to the parade. 

 
TRUSTEE KENNETH A. CARANO:  He talked about the Parade, Fireworks 

and Log Cabin.  Carano also mentioned the fundraiser to help repair the 
leaky roof on the log cabin.  He talked about Tibitha Matheny and thanked 

her for the Flag Project she supported with the Girl Scouts.  Carano 
mentioned the Mahoning County Career and Technical Center’s Bistro 

Café and noted that they are open July 13th to August 6th from 5:30 – 8:00 
and invited all to check them out. 

 
TRUSTEE JAMES C. DAVIS:  He thanked Al Rossi for his service with 

ACTV.  He also thanked Joyce Pogany for hosting the flag raising 
ceremony.  Davis thanked the Lewis Family for their dedication to the 4th of 

July Parade.  He mentioned the July 7 th I-80 highway dedication to honor 
the Class of 1962 and their classmates who were killed in the military after 

graduation. 
 

TRUSTEE RICHARD A.  STAUFFER:  He expressed his concern for the 
residents in the Wyndclift area in regards to the shootings.  Stauffer 

commented on the 4th of July Festivities including Chris Lewis and the 
parade.  He also thanked Jim Henshaw and the Senior Center for their 

help with the residents of the Joseph Knight Towers during their 
emergency.  Stauffer congratulated Al Rossi of ACTV on his new job in 

Cleveland.   
 

Mr. Stauffer made a motion to recess into Executive Session at 8:00 P.M. 
to consider the appointment, employment, discipline or compensation of 
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public employees and preparing for, conducting, or reviewing 

negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees concerning 
their compensation or other terms and conditions of their employment. 

Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Stauffer, yes; Mr. Davis, 
yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 

 

Mr. Carano made a motion to reconvene from Executive Session at 8:51 
P.M. Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. 

Carano, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-09:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire Nick 
Heitzer as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-10:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire Anthony 
Jones as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-11:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire Chase 
Kovacs as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Stauffer, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-12:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire Richard 
Manning as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-13:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire James 
McCarthy as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-14:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire Ronald 
Oyster as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Stauffer, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-15:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire Brandon 
Smith as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-16:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire Jared 

Vinkler as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-17:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire Chaplain 

Michael Smith from Four Mile Run Christian Church as a Volunteer 
Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; 

Mr. Stauffer, yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 
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RESOLUTION #15-07-13-18:  Mr. Carano made a motion to hire Chaplain 

Michael Smith from Four Mile Run Christian Church as a Part-Time 
Firefighter.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Stauffer, 

yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. Davis, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-19:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to hire Michael 

Smith as Part-Time Firefighter.  Mr. Carano seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mr. Stauffer, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-20:  Mr. Carano made a motion to promote 

Lieutenant Tim Heitzer to Captain, effective July 19, 2015.  Mr. Stauffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Davis, yes; Mr. Carano, yes; and Mr. 

Stauffer, yes. 
 

RESOLUTION #15-07-13-21:  Mr. Stauffer made a motion to promote 
Firefighter Tom O’Hara to Lieutenant, effective July 19, 2015.  Mr. Carano 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Carano, yes; Mr. Stauffer, yes; and 
Mr. Davis, yes. 

 
RESOLUTION #15-07-13-22:  Mr. Carano made a motion to adjourn at 8:55 

P.M.  Mr. Stauffer seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Mr. Stauffer, yes; Mr. 
Davis, yes; and Mr. Carano, yes. 

 
This is to certify that the foregoing is an accurate record of the 

proceedings of the board of township trustees at its meeting held on the 

date listed above. 

 

 

Date:  _________________________    ______________________________________ 

                                                                            Fiscal Officer 
Approved: 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
Chairperson Board of Trustees 


